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International Migration and Korean-Chinese
Migration to Korea

. 1518 The Age of Migration

Hello, everyone. | am Professor Jean Young Lee, Director of the Center for International Studies
at Inha University.

Today, we will learn about the migration of Korean-Chinese people to Korea.

First, let's take a look at international migration trends and look at how migration is happening in
the era of globalization. We use the terms "migration" or "immigration” in some places and
“movement" in others. Each of them appears in the translation of the term "immigration" in
English. Shall we look at the word "immigration" in Chinese characters that we often use?

If you look at the Chinese character ‘% (lee)’, there's a ‘% (much, da)’ attached to ‘& (grain, hwa)’.
So, it means a place with a lot of grain, a place with a lot of rice, that is, a place with a lot of
food. The act of people moving there is known as "immigration.“ After all, immigration is a
phenomenon of moving beyond boundaries to eat better and live better.

Recently, however, a lot of people are also using the expression "migration.“ Immigration is about
moving to a specific area and continuing to live there. However, nowadays, there are cases
where people are constantly moving without settling in one place. So, we use the expressions
"immigration” and "migration" a lot in Korean. Anyway, we'll use the terms “immigration” and
“migration” together. The main focus is that immigration and migration take place to improve the
quality of life. We can say that they have strong characteristics of labor migration, in a way.

However, this migration is actually a global phenomenon. This is especially true in the global age.
There is an organization called the International Organization for Migration under the United
Nations. This international organization is abbreviated as IOM in English. If you go to the IOM's
website, you can find global migration trends. Therefore, the circles on the map on the
homepage indicate how many people have migrated. We could say that starting from the late
20th century, the 21st century has been an era of global migration. How many people migrate
and where are those migrants going? We can find out these things through this homepage.
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However, what's important is that this migration is a global phenomenon. When we say that

Joseonjok immigrated to Korea, there may be unique characteristics in the migration of Joseonjok.
Migration is basically becoming commonplace around the world now. That's the point. About
280 million of the world's population are currently migrating. This accounts for 3.9% of the
population, and the migration of so many people is unprecedented in history. Therefore, one in
seven people in the world is @ migrant. Migration is a trend in the 21st century. That trend can
also be called a mega trend.

This is what the Secretary-General of the IOMIOM, International Organization for Migration, said.
However, migration is not only occurring abroad; it is occurring domestically as well. And, the
number of migrants worldwide, including domestic and international migration, is now reaching
1 billion. Of course, migration statistics may vary slightly by year. One in seven people on the
planet is a migrant; that's what I'm talking about.

In Korea, when we talk about immigration or migration, we only think about going to another
country, but in fact, there are cases where you leave your home base and move to a city or other
region. In this case, it should be included as migration, but basically, we're talking a lot about
moving to a different country. When we talk about migration, we refer to the Sustainable
Development Goals, which is abbreviated as SDG. The Sustainable Development Goal is what the
United Nations announced in 2015 as a global goal.

However, migration and immigration appear to be important variables in this goal. That is why
migration and immigration are crucial phenomena. Currently, the International Organization for
Migration has a Korean delegation and runs a library. The terms that we're going to talk about in
the future, migration and immigration, are also used in the International Organization for
Migration's dictionary. You can learn more about it. When we talk about migration, the point is,
from where to where since it's about movement.
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However, what's important is that migration is what happens in the system of a nation-state.

It's a bit complicated, right? Nation-state, the "nation state" in English. In Korean, it's also
translated as nation-state. After the French Revolution, that is, after the 18th century. Modern
countries, nations, and people-based countries have emerged. In that respect, it is called the
modern nation-state. However, what is the difference between modern nation-states and
previous ones? It's literally a nation-state, so there must be a people. There's also a border.
Territory. It has territory, and that territory is guaranteed internationally by one sovereignty.
Therefore, a nation-state is one in which individual countries have sovereignty. It is a country that
is formed within its territory and among its people.

Now, as globalization takes place, these territories, these boundaries, these things are starting to
fade. Immigration was originally about migration across national borders. Moving beyond the
boundaries of a nation-state was called immigration. That's what | was talking about when we
just learned the concept of immigration. Nation-states have policies on immigration. Those
countries can either accept migrants (immigration) or send migrants (emigration). It is an
immigration policy. I'm talking about immigration policy as a policy of a nation-state.

However, migration is a broader concept than this. Why? It's the age of globalization. As the
boundaries around the world become blurred, the movement becomes more frequent. It's not
just people moving. Goods also move as they are imported and exported. Also, do viruses like
Coronavirus have a border? We're trying to stop it, but there's no border. So, in fact, the
movement known as migration is a characteristic of the globalization era. That's why when we
talk about migration, it's a global phenomenon. It's also a phenomenon that has appeared more
after the modern nation-state, in the era of globalization and the global age. This is the mega
trend. It's being done on a huge scale. At the same time, looking at migration from a global
perspective. Along with this, we can gradually narrow it down and limit it to Asia, and in Asia, we
can limit it to Northeast Asia and Southeast Asia, and we can also limit it to Korea. It can even be
limited to the Korean Peninsula, or regionally in Korea. It may also focus specifically on individuals

who are immigrants.

Therefore, in the era of migration, which is a mega trend in the global community, it's not like
we're seeing migration as just the movement of people from one country to another; we're
looking at it from various levels. The idea is that by looking at it from that level, the nature of

migration becomes clear.
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The process of forming the society of Korean-Chinese people living in Korea, which we will talk
about in class, is not just about the migration of Joseonjok. The migration of Korean-Chinese
people is taking place globally, at the regional level in Northeast Asia, between China and Korea,
and also within Korea. I'm telling you that we have to look at the migration of Korean-Chinese
people on various levels. Anyway, in the age of migration, in the age of globalization, especially

in the 21st century, this is a routine migration, and Korea is no exception. I'd like to summarize by
saying this.
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2\ International Migration and Korean-Chinese
Migration to Korea

. I=2 Migrationin Asia

In this part, we will learn about migration, especially in Asia. Migration is a mega trend in the
21st century. It's a global phenomenon. Then, what about in Asia?

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) publishes an annual report. Here, various
phenomena of migration in the Asia-Pacific region are produced as reports. You can see the
2020 report now. Likewise, if you look at the International Organization for Migration's website,
you can find data from the global scope of migration. What is the phenomenon of migration
around the world when we look at this as a reference? In fact, in a way, migration is a
phenomenon all over the world and also a unique phenomenon in Asia.

In Asia, the number of migrants has now reached 83 million as of 2020. Therefore, it accounts
for about 30 percent of the 280 million migrants in the world. On top of that, you can also see a
slight increase compared to 2019. We've seen this increase despite the outbreak of COVID-19.
That means migration is @ major and common phenomenon in the 21st century.

One in 51 people in the Asia Pacific region has moved to another country. Among the areas that
people migrated from, Southeast Asia and South Asia, these two were actually the starting
points for migrants. South Asia means India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh. People who
migrated from countries like these and people from Southeast Asian countries like Vietnam,
Thailand, and the Philippines accounted for 36% and 28%. In fact, in the Asia-Pacific region, you
can see that these two places are the starting points for migrants.

Also, since it decreased due to COVID-19, we need to think about these statistics. Still, the overall

trend of increase is the same.

Of course, East Asian countries such as Korea, China, and Japan are included. Migrants also make
up about 18% of the population in this area. Mainly, China could be the target.
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If we look at this data, we can see which countries and regions people are migrating to. You can

also see where it decreased, where it increased, and from which countries a lot of people
migrated. These stats tell you where they come from and where they're going. As a whole,
migration is still increasing in the Asia-Pacific region right now, as | said earlier.

However, this is a little bit different by region. Northeast Asia and the Pacific region have
decreased a little. On the other hand, Southeast Asia, Southwest Asia, West Asia, and South Asia
have increased. Why? Let's think about it.

In the case of Northeast Asia, they have implemented a stringent policy against COVID-19. China
in particular has maintained a zero-COVID-19 policy. Korea and Japan have also implemented
policies to minimize movement. As a result, the number of immigrants did not increase but

somewhat decreased.

However, despite COVID-19, migration increased in the Middle East, Southwest Asia, South Asia,
and Southeast Asia. What's more, there are so many immigrants that the increase is 7.8% and
6.1%.

Secondly, which countries emigrate the most? As | said earlier, it decreased in Northeast Asia. Still,
you can see that people from China still migrated a lot. Of course, the largest migration occurred
in India. 17.8 million people moved elsewhere. 11.6 million Chinese also moved elsewhere. Since
these two countries have a population of 1.5 billion people, in fact, if we look at the ratio, we
might think it's not that much.

7.4 million people from Bangladesh, a South Asian country, have migrated. 6.3 million Pakistanis
and 6.09 million Filipinos, an East Asian country, emigrated. In Afghanistan, where we talk a lot
about refugees, 5.8 million people moved. Indonesia has 4.6 million, Myanmar 3.7 million,
Vietnam 3.4 million, and Nepal 2.6 million.
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What we're trying to learn now is not about the migration of Asian countries. We're talking

about the migration of our compatriots, Korean-Chinese people, Joseonjok. However, now in
Asia, migration also has unique characteristics in each country. As | said, in the case of
Afghanistan, there will probably be a lot of migration as refugees. So is the case of Myanmar;
there's a lot of refugee migration because of political instability. On the other hand, places like
Vietnam, Indonesia, and the Philippines have a lot of labor migration characteristics. In the case
of the Philippines, labor migration is taking place worldwide.

Bangladeshis and Pakistanis migrate all over the world, but, in particular, migration to the Middle
East is very much highlighted by labor migration. Therefore, each country is migrating according
to its characteristics of migration. Migration from China also has Chinese characteristics. We
could say that our Chinese compatriots moved according to the characteristics of migration.

This report also has a summary. Where did these 82 million Asian migrants go? As | said, if you
look at 42% now, they have moved from Asia to other countries. About 4.4 million Indian people
are out of the country, nearly 4 million Chinese, and we can see that Australians have moved a
lot. That's why people are moving around in various ways. Currently, the most mobile regions are
Bangladesh, India, Afghanistan, Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, and Pakistan.

These countries are such cases, and they move to other regions and other countries. There are
also many people who stay in the area. That’s why people move to another country in the area.
So, if we look at it in terms of migration or movement, rather than immigration, you can see that
there's a lot of migration going on in this range.

This migration means that there's a regional range of migration that a migrant wants, but it's
actually moving by the phenomenon, by condition. What does that mean? Essentially, there are
certain places that migrants want to go to. For example, the UK is often a chosen destination for
refugees but it is only a wish. Unlike that, they can move to another area, depending on the
situation.

Therefore, labor migration is a crucial factor. The reason is that the vast majority of migrants are
young and so-called economically active people who can work. That accounts for a lot. That's
why they migrate: to earn a better living and get more economic benefits.
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In the case of Korea, miners and nurses who were historically dispatched to Germany, or the

workers who were sent to the Middle East...If you think about these, | think people in Korea will
understand it soon. This phenomenon has changed the form of labor migration in Korea, but this
labor migration is a global phenomenon, especially in Asia. It's a significant phenomenon that is
still happening. Of course, shall we call it humanitarian protection, like refugees? There could be
problems like that. There could also be parts like climate refugees or, like we're doing right now,

diaspora relations.

There may be such immigration related to overseas Koreans. Migration on a global scale. This is
also a mega trend in Asia, and there are some differences between regions in Asia. In the end,
the characteristics of labor migration are the most important and this has continued to increase
despite COVID-19. We can sum it up like that.
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International Migration and Korean-Chinese
Migration to Korea

. 1=3 Foreign Migration to Korea

In this session, we will learn about the migration of foreigners to Korea. Let me first talk
specifically about the issues related to foreign migration to Korea. The migration of foreigners to
Korea. Of course, there is a slight difference between before and after COVID-19. The number of
foreigners living in Korea was 300,000 in 1997. In 2020, it's 2.3 million, which is actually an
increase of 2 million. What's more, since 2022, we're expecting about 3 million people. This is
about 6% of Korea's total population. We actually predicted it like that. However, foreign
migration to Korea has been slowing down for a while due to the outbreak of COVID-19.

But what's important is that foreign migration in Korea has increased dramatically over the past
20 years. The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), a group of
advanced countries, defines a multicultural society as a country where foreigners account for
more than 5% of the population of the entire country, and that includes Korea. It's a multi-ethnic
society. It's translated as a multicultural society in English. It's thought that it will become a
multicultural society in this way.

How about Korea? Korea was very proud of being a homogeneous state. However, if it's more
than 5%, it becomes a multicultural, multiracial, multi-ethnic society. That will change many
aspects of Korean society. Not only in relation to labor but also family relationships and various
welfare for society. It means that every aspect of it is changeable. Therefore, the migration of
foreigners to Korea is very controversial. This can be said to be the case not only in Korean society

but also in all countries.

Shall we read the article? We're talking about the migration of our Chinese compatriots to Korea.
Looking at the 2016 article, Kim Moo-sung, the representative of the Saenuri Party, regarding the
problem of population decline due to aging, we now have to make an immigration policy, and
with it, we have to accept a large number of Joseonjok. That's what he said. Aren't these
Joseonjoks Chinese compatriots? In particular, in this context, he thought that the immigrants
were racially and ethnically different. However, since our compatriots, Joseonjok, are our people,
the culture shock caused by immigration will be reduced. This is the background.
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Of course, it's very controversial to say this, as it is now. The reason is that ethnic-based

discriminatory elements are emerging now. It could also be said that hateful discrimination
against other races and other ethnic groups has emerged. However, the important thing is that in
2016, as part of measures against the low birth rate, talk of immigration and migration began to
emerge in Korean society. Among the migration issues, he openly talked about accepting Chinese
compatriots.

Shall we go back to 20217? If we look at an article from 2021, should Korea accept refugees?
Should Korea change to an immigrant country? We were talking about immigration policy, an
immigration country in 2016. Should Korea really change to an immigrant country now? Should
Korea change, as the OECD said? However, here comes the refugee problem.

Afghanistan was occupied by the Taliban in October 2021. In the meantime, people who worked
for the Korean government, Korean diplomatic missions, and KOICA, and their families, were
accepted by the Korean government because they could be at risk. However, it became a big
issue when they came, whether they were just regular migrants or refugees. Saying that there
are international agreements and restrictions for refugees, the Korean government designated
them as “special contributors” and accepted them on a large scale for humanitarian purposes.
Therefore, in a way, this considers people in Afghanistan as special contributors, but we know
that there have been massive numbers of refugees in Afghanistan.

After all, Korea is never free from immigration, migration, and refugee issues at the global level.
[t went into the issue of how to solve this problem. In a way, we're going to be able to
understand a lot of different factors of immigration. It's time to take a serious look. Simply agree
or disagree on immigration, or be for or against accepting refugees. Apart from those, for
immigration, there are various factors: labor, family, refugees, compatriots, environmental, etc.,
and this is an opportunity for Korean society to think about all those things.

Since 2020, we have been discussing immigration issues in various ways. Especially in Korea, we
have a shrinking population. Its birth rate, or also known as fertility rate is the lowest in the world.
Like Japan, it has a very low birth rate and is also closed when it comes to immigration. Japan has
only 0.1% of its population as foreign immigrants, and it also emphasizes a single nation.
However, this is an issue from the Korea's perspective. Whether Korea is attractive from the
perspective of immigrants is another thing. Also, can Korea attract immigrants in the direction it
wants? This is a different issue.
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So far, Korea has created investment immigration. For example, if an immigrant invests 500

million won in real estate or something on Jeju Island, they can immigrate to Korea. However,
with anti-China sentiment in Korea, high-altitude missiles called THAAD were deployed. Relations
with China were damaged, and as a result, not many Chinese people came. That means that
investment and investment immigration is not going smoothly. Movement has been restricted a

lot in this situation due to COVID-19. As a result, immigration has become difficult.

What should we do in this situation since the population continues to decline? What do we need?
What do we need, blue-collar workers for the low-wage 3Ds jobs, or advanced technicians?
Or should we allow immigrant workers to bring their families for humanitarian reasons? There

are issues with various immigrants. Korea is thinking about those problems.

We are talking a lot about immigration with the birth rate. According to recent statistics, the
total fertility rate is, in a way, the equivalent of not a single woman giving birth. In the end, one
person doesn't give birth to one person, so the population actually decreases. If a couple gets
married, it means that the two people don't have a single child. As a result, changes in
population structure are inevitable.

However, the Korean government has been responding to low birth rates for 15 years. From
2006 to 2021, they allocated a huge budget of 280 trillion won. Nevertheless, the low birth rate
problem still needs to be resolved. Therefore, it would be nice to use some of that 280 trillion for
immigration-related expenses. As a result, the Korean government started thinking about it. The
government established an immigration policy on December 28, 2022, and they came to the
decision that we should respond to changes in the demographic structure.

We're talking about immigration in Korea, but this issue of immigration policy is not just a matter
of labor. Korea's population, low birth rate, the future, politics, international politics, the
interconnected world, and various issues are involved. In this scenario, accepting Chinese
compatriots as part of the immigration policy is also a very controversial issue that is closely
related to politics.
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International Migration and Korean-Chinese
Migration to Korea

. 1=4;  Foreign Migration by Statistics

In this session, let's look at the migration of foreigners to Korea in statistics. The Ministry of
Justice has a Korea Immigration Service dedicated to foreigners coming to Korea. It provides
statistics here, and these statistics are accessible to everyone. Should | call it Nurijib? If you look at
the homepage, you can see various types of immigration statistics. If you look specifically at the
statistics of foreigners staying here, you can find out about the migration of foreigners to Korea.
Of course, you can see the overall trend. You can also learn about the variables that changed
during the COVID-19 era.

In this session, we'll talk about what we usually focus on. Immigration of foreigners to Korea
mainly depends on nationality and visa type, so | would like to take a general and statistical look
at it. We are mainly talking about the migration of Chinese compatriots to Korea. In this regard,
where the vast majority of people come from, and with what kind of visa they enter are what |
want to talk about.

We can first see the status of foreigners staying compared to the population by year. These are
statistics from 2016 to 2021. If we look at it, it's coming out roughly below 5%. If the number of
these foreigners staying exceeds 5%, the OECD, an organization of advanced countries, defines
it as a multicultural society and a multi-ethnic society. If Korea becomes a multi-ethnic and
multicultural society, the OECD recommends that administrative services be changed accordingly.
However, in the case of Korea, it is still below 5% anyway. | can say this.

Also, there is a part about foreigners who stay short and long-term by year. If we distinguish
between short-term and long-term, the former means 90 days of staying. If it's more than 90
days, it becomes long-term. Those 90 days may include travel, as you know. We distinguish
between a simple trip and a short stay. There are many kinds of visas for those staying long term.
According to the type of visa for long-term stays, it could be education, like studying abroad,

or it could be a family reunion. It could be labor. It could be various things. However, what
matters is the ratio of the two.
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In other words, the proportion of long-term residents is gradually increasing. That means that

they will continue to stay in Korea, and it means they will become a resident of Korea or a citizen
of Korea. That's how much change there is now.

The following statistics are the status of foreigners staying by major nationality. That is, it's about
which country people come from the most. As you can see, the overwhelming majority is China.
Next is Vietnam. Some people might think it's unexpected. Why Vietnam? We could look at it,
for example, as the result of labor migration, or as marriage migrants forming multicultural
families. We talk a lot about Vietnamese brides. Do Viethamese people come here for that kind
of marriage migration? Anyway, in Korea right now, we have China, Vietnam, and then,
including the United States, these countries make up the majority. Therefore, coming from a
specific region means that migration happens in relation to that particular area. Therefore, in the
case of China, information such as whether all of the migrants are Chinese and what percentage
of them are ethnic Chinese is important.

Looking at it now, from China there were about 1 million in 2017 and from Vietnam about
170,000. Next are Thailand, the USA, and Uzbekistan. However, there are compatriots in
Uzbekistan that we call Koryoin, descendants of compatriots who were once in the Soviet Union.
They are given a special visa, which is H-2, the Work and Visit visa. As a result, the migration of
Koryoin from Uzbekistan to Korea is increasing. Therefore, of course, among the immigrants
from Uzbekistan, it could be the different ethnic groups in Uzbekistan, Koryoin accounts for a

large proportion.

The same goes for the United States. For compatriots, known as Korean-Americans, it's referred
to as "return immigration" because they're coming back. They can become US citizens, and those
over 65 can keep their other citizenships. There are a lot of people who came to Korea because
they couldn't forget their hometown. In recent years, the number of young people, thanks to the
Korean Wave, has been rapidly increasing.

Thailand and Vietnam, on the other hand, have more labor migration characteristics. Vietnam
and Thailand are significant parts of Korea's labor force. They're also an essential part of
marriage immigration. China, which ranks first, also has a lot of labor migration, compatriots in
China, marriage migration, and so on. It has an overwhelming majority. Therefore, there are
various types of migration in terms of migration to Korea, as | just said.
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On the other hand, let's look a little more at the side of work, the higher level of work. Looking

at the current status of international students, it's inconsistent. Even among these international
students, the proportion of Chinese students is overwhelmingly high. Professional personnel is
also maintained with little increase or decrease. If so, why do so many foreigners come in when
we have a consistent percentage of professionals? In particular, China, Vietnam, and Thailand,
which rank first, second, and third, have a lot of labor migration, but what kind of labor?
Essentially, you can see that a lot of blue-collar workers have come in. How this blue-collar labor
force contributes to the Korean economy is another issue. Anyway, when we look at the
migration of foreigners in Korea, we can see that it centers on blue-collar labor rather than
professional labor. Nevertheless, the number of blue-collar workers by year appears to be
decreasing, especially due to the pandemic.

However, this is also a statistical trap. What | mean is that many people come in and work on
visas that do not allow them to work. The representative one is a visa for overseas Koreans. This
visa for overseas Koreans is called F-4, and through this, it is possible to work, and the scope has
been expanded. Basically, not just in terms of those on simple functional laborer visas but also in
terms of those on other visas, the number of people working in blue-collar labor is increasing.

Likewise, marriage immigrants are on the rise. However, these marriage immigrants come to get
married, and as a result, the birth rate increases, but most of them are engaged in economic
activities. This economic activity is probably in simple fields or the service industry. They're likely to
do a lot of that kind of work. As a result, the amount of labor migration isn't represented
accurately in the statistics. It appears different if we look at it from the aspect of marriage

immigrants, and this percentage of marriage immigrants is still increasing.

Let's also look at what's called permanent residency. A permanent resident is one who settles
down and lives in a place forever. Without obtaining nationality or citizenship, they express their
desire to live in Korea. It can be seen in that way. Of course, the nationality can be Chinese,
Japanese, or others. As you can see, permanent residents are constantly increasing in number.
Since the permanent residency system came in, about 100,000 people have now acquired
permanent residency. In other words, the proportion of permanent residents is now increasing.

Therefore, according to statistics, the migration of foreigners to Korea has actually increased
despite COVID-19. It has temporarily slowed down due to the COVID-19 situation, and it is
mainly focused on labor migration.
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However, due to the institutional characteristics of Korea, it is conducted in various forms of visas.
In some cases, we could say that the nature of this labor migration is unclear. Especially in the
case of China, the number one immigrant country, as Joseonjok is included, | would like to

reiterate that the characteristics of compatriots are also significant factors in immigration.
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International Migration and Korean-Chinese
Migration to Korea

. 155 Korean-Chines Immigration to Korea

| would like to discuss forming a compatriot society in Korea in this session. Of all the foreigners
who migrated to Korea, we are going to focus mainly on compatriots and how they migrated.
We'll also find out how they formed a compatriot society.

We're talking about compatriots. In Korea, officially, we call them overseas Koreans. That means
people living abroad, or compatriots who are living overseas. After all, they are overseas Koreans
staying abroad but are in Korea now. Therefore, there's a contradiction in what we say. Overseas
Koreans in Korea. That's weird.

Anyway, we divide overseas Koreans into two types according to their nationality in Korea. Those
who have Korean nationality and those who do not. The latter have foreign nationality. That's
why people with Korean nationality are overseas Koreans; they're Koreans in foreign countries.
On the other hand, people with foreign nationality are foreign compatriots. We call them foreign
compatriots because they are descendants of the Korean people.

In general, the overseas Korean population is estimated to be between 7.3 and 7.5 million. In
general, there are 2.2 to 2.5 million overseas Koreans, and it's estimated that there are about 5
million foreign compatriots. It's complicated, to be honest. Then how can we estimate this
statistically? Although this is an estimate, 2.2 million to 2.5 million overseas Koreans, depending
on the circumstances, have Korean citizenship and therefore have the rights of Korean citizens.

Therefore, they have the right to vote abroad, and what's unique is that North Koreans are also
treated as our people. Of course, in reality, North Korea and South Korea are members of the
United Nations as separate countries. Suppose North Koreans enter South Korea. We call them
North Korean refugees, North Korean defector-residents, North Korean defectors, and Saeteomin.
We refer to them with various expressions, but they get Korean nationality right away because
they are Korean.

) Q16ttiSta (&5, Kelastatol Mg

INHA UNIVERSITY K-ACADEMIC DIFFUSION RESEARCH CENTER



On the other hand, foreign compatriots are descendants of the Korean people and have foreign

nationality. It was estimated that there were 5 million Joseonjok in China, Koreans in the former
Soviet Union, Russia, Central Asia, Uzbekistan, and other countries, as well as Korean-Americans
with US citizenship. In addition, there are many foreign compatriots, including adopted children.

What we're going to talk about today is overseas Koreans, Koreans living abroad but who are
coming into Korea. They're trying to stay in Korea after coming back to Korea. We're referring to
return migration, or "regression” migration. In Chinese, they say that. How many of our Chinese
compatriots are returning? This is the migration of compatriots, but in terms of immigration and
migration issues, it is part of foreigners' migration to Korea. Therefore, the migration of
compatriots to Korea was carried out in connection with the migration of foreigners.

However, the migration of foreigners has caused various issues in Korean society. Here, the
migration of compatriots will have additional issues. Why? Because they’re our compatriots.

At the same time, various changes occurred in law, institution, administration, and socio-cultural
aspects. The number of foreigners that have migrated to Korea depends on the time, but it's
estimated to be about 2 million. Of these 2 million people, in fact, half of them are our
compatriots, and many of them are Chinese compatriots.

When we think about it, we think about migration, immigration, and so on, as opposed to
thinking of the compatriots as foreigners. They are not foreigners, and if we think as such, we
need a different approach. The majority of these returning compatriots are Joseonjok, who are
Chinese compatriots, and the Koryoin from Central Asia.

Thinking about these three perspectives, which are people, nation and foreigners, against basic
institutions, systems, practices, and perceptions of Korea, does lots of things. Let me give you an
example. Imagine if someone asks, "Aren't the Joseonjoks Chinese?“ That could be very upsetting
for those who think that the Joseonjok are members of the Korean people. In that case, it might
be meaningless to form some kind of policy toward compatriots. Therefore, compatriots have a

unigue place among foreign migrants.
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Now, let's look at a chart showing how many foreigners are living in Korea as of 2020. It's

increased from 1 million to 2 million in 10 years, and now it's starting to decrease a little due to
COVID-19. That's why we're talking about the era of 2 million foreigners. If you look at the
statistics, it's 2 million, but half of the 2 million, 1 million, are Chinese. There are 1 million
Chinese people, and they use the expression "of Korean descent" in official statistics. Of Korean
descent means Joseonjok or Chinese compatriots. They're Chinese people of Korean descent. In
2016, when there were 1 million Chinese people, Joseonjok accounted for 630,000, and in 2019,
when there were 1.1 million, they accounted for 700,000. Therefore, it accounts for more than
70 percent. In this way, Chinese compatriots make up most of the Chinese population.
Statistically, this is the case, but in addition to this, it is necessary to think about those who have
acquired Korean Nationality as Chinese compatriots. These people aren't foreigners, so they
won't be on these statistics. Therefore, roughly 800,000 Chinese compatriots live in Korea. There
are about 100,000 people who have acquired Korean nationality. It's 800,000. Out of the foreign
compatriots who are in Korean society, Chinese compatriots, who we call Joseonjok, and
Koryoins account for the absolute majority.

The population of Koryoin is gradually increasing again. It has continued to increase, especially
since the Ukrainian War. As a result, there are 800,000 Chinese compatriots. As you may know,
the population of Joseonjok in China in 2010 and 2020, according to official statistics, was about
1.8 million people in China. Then out of 1.8 million people, 800,000 people are in Korea.
800,000 people. Out of 1.8 million people, excluding the elderly and infants who have difficulty
moving around, when we consider the people, the so-called economically active population,
alone, in fact, 60% of the Joseonjok population live in Korea, not in China. Therefore, we can't
say that they're overseas Koreans. They're already back in Korea. The history of Chinese
compatriots in Korea is as long as the history of foreigners entering Korea.

In the meantime, the Chinese compatriots created a place where they live together collectively,

all over the country. It's an area where they live intensively. Likewise, the Koryoin created areas
where they lived intensively. This is a natural phenomenon. This is because Chinese compatriots,
as Chinese compatriots, and Koryoin as Koryoin, must ensure the labor market and the
convenience of life to suit their needs. That's why a town of compatriots was created near a store
or an industrial complex.
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The representative Korean-Chinese town was created in what we call the southwestern part of

Seoul, such as Garibong-dong in Guro-gu or Daelim-dong in Yeongdeungpo-gu.
Representatively, they are concentrated areas created by Chinese compatriots. Then entering into
the 2010s, as the population of Chinese compatriots increased, they started to live in Jayang-
dong, near Konkuk University Station in Gwangjin-gu and also Siheung.

Therefore, the map that we see now is an area where many compatriots live, and an area where
many foreigners live. We're talking about places like Ansan. In the case of Koryoin, they are now
living in Incheon after creating an intensive town. They're building it according to the region.

Nevertheless, official statistics show that the Resident Registration of the compatriots is very low.
What's Resident Registration? If you've ever lived abroad, you know. If | stay in a country for a
long time, | have to report it to the local police station or an institution. If you don't report it,
there will be many disadvantages. Likewise, compatriots are required to report their place of
residence.

However, the ratio is very low. Why is that? You need to think about this. We could say that this
is about visas related to their residency. Currently, Chinese compatriots are residing in Korea with
various visas. If you look here, you can find an overseas Korean visa. There are also work and visit
visas, permanent resident and family visitor visas. Since they are overseas Koreans, shouldn't they
be given overseas Korean visas? What is a visa for overseas Koreans? You might ask this.
Unfortunately, after the visa was made for overseas Koreans, Chinese compatriots and Koryoins
in the former Soviet Union did not receive these visas.

Instead, work and visit visas have been created since 2007. This work and visit visa allows them to
engage in simple labor. Therefore, Chinese compatriots were allowed to reside in Korea while
getting a job in simple labor. Therefore, the visa and visa status of returning compatriots in Korea
differed for each.

Most of the compatriots from the United States, Canada, and Australia come with visas for
overseas Koreans. However, in the case of Chinese compatriots and Koryoin, they come with a
work and visit visa. Anyway, the number of foreigners in Korea increased rapidly and exceeded 2
million. Out of those, foreign compatriots account for 1 million, and most of them are Korean-
Chinese, about 800,000, which accounts for 80%. This all depends on the type of visa.
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It differs in terms of time, but if we look at it as of 2020, about 44% of Chinese compatriots have

overseas Korean visas, 40% have work and visit visas, and about 10% have permanent residency.
Since this represents the form of stay in Korea of Chinese compatriots, we could say that it tells
us about the lives of the Chinese compatriots and how they are viewed in Korea.

Overseas Koreans' visas are changing, but basically, they are not allowed to get a job in blue-
collar labor. They can get a job in the service industry, such as in restaurants. However, if you
look at restaurants, there are a lot of compatriots. In a way, they got a job in violation of the law.
On the other hand, work and visit visas do not allow compatriots to get a job in the service
industry, but only in blue-collar labor.

Therefore, whether it's for overseas Koreans or for work and visit visa holders, inequality exists
among compatriots, depending on the type of visa. As a result, due to this inequality, the ratio of
Foreigner Resident Registration is low. People who receive visas as overseas Koreans have a very
high rate of reporting their residence. This means many Chinese compatriots got a job in violation
of the conditions of their own visa, so they don't report their residency.

We're talking about our Chinese compatriots, but there are people who are not included here.
As | said earlier, 100,000 Joseonjoks have acquired Korean citizenship. There are 800,000
Joseonjok, and most Koreans in Japan still have Korean citizenship. They are Korean nationals
residing abroad, so they are not included here. Those who have regained Korean citizenship are
not included because they are Koreans. This also applies to the North Korean defectors, the North
Koreans. Adoptees were also not included because their ethnicity was not properly identified.

It will be included in the future.

If you look at this, it says we have 5 million overseas compatriots. In fact, 1 million out of 5 million
reside in Korea, not abroad. In that respect, Korea has become a country that accepts
immigration from a country that emigrates, and half of the incoming people are our compatriots.
To sum up, | can say Korea created its unigue situation.
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2\ International Migration and Korean-Chinese
Migration to Korea

26 Immigration of Chinese compatriots to Korea
REEEEY confirmed by statistics

In this part, with the help of statistics, we will look at the migration of our compatriots to Korea.
The compatriots, who we call foreign nationals, are entering Korea instead of staying abroad. We
call this return migration or regression migration. Let's look at the statistics of how these foreign

nationals are migrating.

If you look at the statistics now, there are statistics from 2017. In a way, it did not increase much,
but in fact decreased during the pandemic. This means, in fact, that the compatriots had already
entered Korea before 2017. Therefore, by the mid-2010s, the migration of compatriots to South
Korea had stabilized to a certain extent. It is a period of stability and completeness. That is very
important. The reason is that more than 20 years have passed since the beginning of the
migration of Chinese compatriots. The generation has changed. As a result, the form of
immigration became permanent along with family migration. Immigration of compatriots to

Korea, which is no longer increasing, has stabilized to a certain extent.

Of the 1.8 million Joseojoks, 800,000 have already entered Korea. We could say that there are no
more people who can come in. In that respect, what we actually call the migration of our
compatriots to Korea is centered on Chinese compatriots. The increase in migration is not so
significant. If we look at it by nationality, of course, Chinese compatriots, who we call Joseonjok
or Korean-Chinese people, accounts for the vast majority.
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On the other hand, in the case of Koryoin, the name refers to our people who lived in the former

Soviet Union. After the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, it was divided into several republics,
and there were a lot of Koryoin, especially in Central Asia. The newly independent states, such as
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and Tajikistan, have each undergone various changes. As a result, these
Koryoin moved from Central Asia to Russia or Ukraine, and other republics again. The migration
to Korea started a little late. As a result, we categorize them as Koryoin. In reality, our
compatriots are coming from each country, so statistically, they are coming out by country.
However, when it comes to overseas Koreans' policies, the policy is separately stipulated for
Koryoins.

In the case of Korean-Americans, they also come with overseas Korean visas, but they are

returning in various forms.

In the case of Korean residents in Japan, the number of Japanese nationals is increasing. There
are still many people who are citizens, so they don't show up in these statistics. If you look at the
status of foreign nationals by major nationalities by year, of course, China accounts for the
overwhelming majority. It's followed by the United States, Uzbekistan, and Russia, where
Koryoins come from. After all, Chinese compatriots and Koryoins make up the majority. | can say
that. The ratio has maintained little difference from year to year, but if we look at it, it's
increasing in cases like Russia. This is because overseas Korean visas are given to those from
Russia. Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan are given work and visit visas. If they have overseas Koreans,
entering and exiting the country is much easier, which is why the number of people from Russia
has increased. | can say this.

On the other hand, in countries like Canada and Australia, people who want to stay in their
hometowns in their old age are entering the country. This characteristic is reflected. Because of
that, Chinese compatriots and Koryoin account for the vast majority of the compatriots who are
in Korea. Here, the Chinese compatriots have decreased. Why is that? This is because the number
of people who have acquired Korean nationality has increased. Why did the number of Koryoin in
Korea increase? As | said, starting with giving F-4s to Russians, when the war in Ukraine broke
out, people from Ukraine were accepted on humanitarian grounds. It's also increased because
family bonds have been made on various humanitarian grounds. Changes in immigration policies
have changed the entry of foreigners into Korea.
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This table shows the number of naturalized Chinese nationals by year. In other words, it is about

Joseonjok who acquire Korean nationality. It starts with a small number of people, around 500.
By that time in 2008, that number would have grown to more than 16,000. Now, about 100,000
Chinese compatriots have acquired Korean nationality.

Also, there are cases where people acquire Korean nationality, like Chinese compatriots. In some
cases, nationality may be recovered. This means that if a person who has acquired US or
Canadian citizenship wants to acquire Korean nationality again, or if a descendant of an
independence activist wants to acquire it, he or she will have it restored or acquired again.
That's how they get Korean citizenship.

In addition, a typical case of obtaining Korean nationality is naturalization based on so-called
marriage immigration. When one marries a Korean national, one's spouse acquires Korean
nationality. First, they do simplified naturalization, and then they become fully naturalized.
Then, they will acquire Korean nationality and become a Korean citizen. However, most married
immigrants here are from Southeast Asia, but in the early days, there were also many Chinese

compatriots. Some Chinese compatriots were naturalized by marriage immigration.

Therefore, when our compatriots acquire Korean nationality, it takes various forms, such as
meeting certain conditions, falling under marriage immigrants, or being included in a specific
group such as descendants of independence activists. Thus, it is done in various forms.

In recent years, for our compatriots to acquire Korean nationality or for foreigners to acquire
Korean nationality, various types of ceremonies are prepared. They have commemorated
200,000 naturalized citizens, which means we have 200,000 naturalized people of Korean
nationality. Out of those, about 100,000 are Chinese nationals, and the other approximately
100,000 are foreigners. This is a photo that shows the event where the Ministry of Justice
delivers a certificate of citizenship of the Republic of Korea. It's a picture of them holding the
national flag of Korea with the kids of people we call multicultural families. It also grants
nationality to Sakhalin compatriots. Sakhalin was a place where people from South Korea went
mainly due to forced conscription during the Japanese era. That's why we're giving them
nationality. However, on the question of who should be given nationality, we have created a
nationality determination system to give nationality to those who have returned to reside
permanently. So here we are, talking about the acceptance of permanently returned Sakhalin
compatriots in 2021.
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Recently, international adoptees have also been granted Korean citizenship. An intercountry

adoptee can be an orphan for a variety of reasons. There are also cases of single mothers. They
adopted a lot overseas. It is really a shameful history of Korea because the adoptees who went
abroad are descendants of our Korean people. We recently began to give them nationality.

Therefore, when we talk about our compatriots residing in Korea, among the foreigners entering
Korea, there are various categories. Even according to these immigration statistics, we have
people who have acquired nationality, people who have not acquired nationality but have
permanent residency, overseas Korean visa holders, work and visit visa holders, people with
family visitor visas, and various other visa holders. In naturalization and nationality, the
independence movements were active in Manchuria and Primorsky Krai, right? We're giving their
descendants nationality again.

These various forms of immigration policies have created complex forms of residence. Depending
on the form of sojourn and the form of immigration, they are working. We looked at the
statistics on the migration of Chinese compatriots to Korea. The migration of these Chinese
compatriots to Korea is absolutely not independent. As we took a look at earlier, migration as a
megatrend on a global scale is a worldwide phenomenon. Especially in Northeast Asia, China's
transformation in Asia has been remarkable. In the process, movement from China was also
active, and one of the destinations was Korea. In particular, by the policy of compatriots of China,
by the policy of immigration, Chinese compatriots came in large numbers. We're talking about
the migration of Chinese compatriots to Korea. This combines the 21st-century phenomenon of
foreigners' migration to Korea. The unique perspective of overseas Koreans, compatriots, is
reflected in the immigration policy. In this way, Chinese and Koryoin compatriots entered the
country, forming a society of 1 million people, and in the process, the Chinese compatriot society,
the Koryoin compatriot society, have had various influences on Korean society. In the process of
these large macro changes leading to microscopic changes, we can take a more systematic look
at the migration of Chinese compatriots to Korean society.
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